Microsurgical lumbosacral ganglionectomy, anatomic rationale, and surgical results.
Recent anatomic and physiologic work suggests that there may be substantial numbers of unmyelinated sensory axons in the ventral roots. The cell bodies of origin for these unmyelinated axons would presumably be located in the dorsal ganglion. We have performed 18 microsurgical lumbosacral ganglionectomies over the past two years for chronic lumbosacral pain syndromes. In spite of preoperative nerve block trials, good results were obtained in only 10 of 18 patients. Four patients obtained some pain relief, and four patients no pain relief whatsoever. Microganglionectomy in the lumbosacral area is probably easier technically than the more traditional intradural rhizotomy, but may not yield any better results.